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What we know about China 

§    

China's Location In the World 
approximately 9.6 million square 
kilometers 
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China has 23 provinces, 5 autonomous regions, 4 municipalities 
and 2 Special Administrative Regions - Hong Kong and Macao 

v   
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China Population  

  

  

  

The Han people 
make up 91.02 
percent of the total 
population, leaving 
8.98 percent for the 
other 55 ethnic 
minorities 

The proportion of 
population aged 16-60 
was 67 percent, those 
age above  60  was 
15.5 percent, and aged 
65 and over was 10.1 
percent.    

China population is 
distributed unevenly 
with more in the east 
(more than 300 persons 
per square kilometer) 
and fewer in the west 
(about 40 persons per 
square kilometer.     

●   Total Population 1.3678 billion (2014 data)   
749.16million in urben area, share 54.77 % of total 
population in China.  
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Poverty issue and backround 

 

Definition of Poverty  
 

poverty is the inability of getting choices and opportunities, 
a violation of human dignity. It means lack of basic capacity 
to participate effectively in society. It means not having 
enough to feed and clothe a family, not having a school or 
clinic to go to, not having the land on which to grow one’s 
food or a job to earn one’s living, not having access to 
credit. It means insecurity, powerlessness and exclusion of 
individuals, households and communities. It means 
susceptibility to violence, and it often implies living in 
marginal or fragile environments, without access to clean 
water or sanitation. 

 
 

from:  "Indicators of Poverty & Hunger". United Nations. Retrieved 27 May 
2011 
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Poverty issue and backround 

v vice-minister of the State Council Leading 
Group Office of Poverty Alleviation and 
Development, told a press conference in 
Beijing that poverty is still a salient problem 
in China. 

 
v "Up to the end of 2013, demographically, 

82.49 million people are still trapped in 
poverty according to China's poverty line( $1 
a day), and 200 million according to the 
international one($1.25 a day)." 
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Economic Development Backround 

v China has maintained a high growth rate 
for more than 30 years since the beginning of 
economic reform in 1978. 

v 1990–2005, China averaged per capita growth 
of 8.7%. 

v  The Gross Domestic Product per capita in China 
was last recorded at 11524.57 US dollars in 
2013. 
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    http://www.tradingeconomics.com/china/gdp-per-capita-ppp 

China GDP Information  
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Achievement of Poverty Reduction  

Economic  
Reform 

Poverty Reduction 
Social 
Policy 

   

  Eeconomic  growth has fueled a remarkable decline in the
 poverty rate from 85% in 1981 to 33.1% in 2008.  

     Anup Shah, 2010 http://www.globalissues.org/article/4
/poverty-around-the-world#WorldBanksPovertyEste population  

 
The poverty rate fell from 36% in 2007 to 27% by 2012.  
 edition.cnn.com/2013/12/24/business/china-poverty-report 
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Major achievements in rural poverty reduction 

v  Major rural development programs financed by the government 
 1. Rural Public Services  

   --- Rural Compulsory Education 

   --- Rural Cooperative Medical Care System 

   --- Minimum Livehood Guarantee System 

2. Rural Infrastructure 

   --- Rural Roads 

   --- Rural Electricity Supply  

   --- Safe Drinking Water 

   --- Small irrigation Works 

   --- Biogas 

3. Support Agricultural Production 

    --- Comprehensive Agricultural Development  Project 

    --- Agricultural Cooperatives 

    --- Modern agriculture demonstration project  
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4. Subsidies  to Farmers 

  --- Sloping Land Conversion Programme 

  --- Forest Ecological Compensation Fund 

  --- Grain, Pork and Cow Subsidy 

  --- Agricultural Machinery Subsidy 

  --- Agricultural Capital Goods Subsidy 

5. Earmark of Poverty Reduction 

  --- Agricultural Industrialization 

  --- Migration  

  --- Training for Rural Migrant Workers 

  --- Village-based Integrated Development Projects 
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 Rural poverty reduction 

 

 

Based on China's official poverty line, the poor 
population was reduced from 250 million in 1978 
to 26.88 million in 2010, and proportion of poor 
people in the total rural population dropped from 
30.7% to 2.8%. 
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Urban Poverty in China  

    unemployed and laid-off 
workers  

  

  

floating population 

disability and sickness  

The structural reforms of China’s economy have brought about a 
widening of the income gap and rising unemployment in the 
urban cities.  
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Unemployment and Laid-off worker 

v  During the market reform process, many state-owned and 
collective enterprises went bankrupt, and others had 
massive layoffs in an attempt to improve economic 
productivity and efficiency, yielding a sharply rising 
unemployment rate in urban China.  

 

v  The number of laid-off workers from state-owned 
enterprises (SOEs) was 5.9 million in 1998 and peaked at 
6.6 million in 2000 (National Bureau of Statistics, 
2005).  

 

v  The official urban unemployment rate rose from 2.0 
percent in 1988 to 3.1 percent in 2000 and kept 
increasing to 4.2 percent in 2004 (National Bureau of 
Statistics, 2005).  
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Social policy's changes  

v  A series of social policy changes in the urban areas 
have focused on shifting the welfare burden from 
employers to employees to facilitate market economy 
reforms. The state-owned and collective enterprises, 
which were the major providers of social benefits, 
needed to lower costs and improve productivity. 
Consequently, urban social benefits have transformed 
from their original broad coverage and generous 
provision to a marginal role in the lives of families 
(Croll, 1999; Zhu, 2002; Guan, 2005; Gao, 2006; 
Hussain, 2007).  

 
v  The financing of most social benefits has shifted from 

work units to general taxes or shared responsibilities 
among individuals, employers, and sometimes the 
government. More social benefit programs such as 
pension and health care now require direct individual 
contributions (Gao, 2006).  
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Urban poverty in China 

v  The Minimum living Standard Assurance(MLSA) was 
first implemented in Shanghai in 1993 to help 
supplement the income of the urban poor.  

v  Based on the successful experience in Shanghai, the 
Ministry of Civil Affairs in 1994 encouraged other cities 
to adopt this program.  By October 1999, all 668 cities 
and 1,689 counties had implemented MLSA (Information 
Office of the State Council, 2002, 2004; Leung, 2006). 

v  The assistance line should be computed according to the 
local minimum standard of living, which is based on local 
average per capita income and basic consumption needs. 
According to the Regulation, the assistance should cover 
basic food, clothing, and shelter needs, taking into 
consideration utility,medical care, and tuition expenses 
(Ru et al., 2002; Hong, 2005a) 
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Poor families in Shanghai   

v up to end of 2014，Shanghai have all kinds of 
government aid recipients 239900 people, 
including urban the Minimum living Standard 
Assurance  recipients 204700 people.  the rural 
was 32300 people.  

v Survey in Pudong New Area  
   ---According to the Pudong new area Social 

Assistance Center providing the poor families 
database, Using the method of stratified 
sampling.  

   ---1010 from 1230 sampling families were 
effective to finish the questionares .  
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Map of Shanghai  

 Population: 25 million 
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注：教育程度这一调查问题包括从1.不识字或识字很少到7.研究生及以上七个次序变量
变量，2.72和2.76代表小学到初中文化程度。 
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The needs of poor family 

v Econmic assistance 
v Health care  
v Education 
v Employment  
v Family relationship 
v Community involvement 
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Social work intervention   

v  Social work intervention project: 
 

1. New Start: Family growing up plan  

2011-now, 6683 families, 11325 persons. 

Pudong New Area 9 towns  
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Services focus  

Home visit  

Database  

Casework  

Community 
activities  

Integrate 
resource  

New Start 
Project  

  

Group work  
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2. Flying up in the World: Asset Building Project   

general 
intervention  

no intervention   

treatment group 
100 families  

control group 
2/100 families  

compare with test 
group to see  the 
difference  

pre-test  post-test  
family 

development  
account  

16 session 
training  

 

 

performce in study 
Career planning 
self-efficacy 
economic change  
hope for future 
 

  
2014-2015     two year pilot project  
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Thank you! 


